
MARCH–
AUGUST

1918

SEPTEMBER
1918

OCTOBER
1918

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

JANUARY–
MAY 1919

1913–1917
Maine Department of Health forms from the State Board of Health. 

U.S. Vaccination Agency Established.

At Fort Riley, Kansas, outbreaks of a flu-like illness is first detected in the United States. More 
than 100 soldiers at Camp Funston become ill with flu. Within a week the number of flu cases is 500. 

 At Camp Devens, Ayers, Mass., the first soldier
becomes ill with influenza.

In Boston, Mass., influenza epidemic starts 
among the civilian population.

The Maine Department of Health warns the disease is 
given off in secretions and transmitted by coughing, sneezing, 

and sharing of utensils and towels.
At Camp Devens, Ayers, Mass., relatives of sick men flock 

from across New England to visit the camp in large numbers.

Portsmouth, New Hampshire shipyards are quarantined.

Maine Health Commissioner recommends that movie theaters be 
closed as a preventative measure, but that schools should remain open.

 In Portland, approximately 300 cases of influenza are reported. 

Portland Board of Health issues order: “In order to conserve 
the public health, . . . no assemblage or gathering shall be 

permitted or held in theaters, moving picture houses, or dance 
halls within the City of Portland . . . ”

Maine Board of Health orders all public schools, churches, theatres, and the public library to be closed 
until further notice. Children shall be excluded from public streets unless accompanied by parents.

Lewiston & Auburn schools, churches, theaters, pool rooms, dance halls, 
business college—everything but Bates College and the wage-earning 

industries—will be closed, to prevent the spread of the influenza epidemic.

TOTAL U.S. DEATHS

195,000

TOTAL U.S. DEATHS

12,000

375 cases of influenza reported in Portland. Closing order includes places of 
public worship, all lodge, society, and club meetings, pool and billiard rooms, bowling 

Maine State Health Council requires doctors to report 
their cases to the local boards of health.

Maine Supreme Court suspends the current terms of court.
Governor Milliken, in a call to the people of Maine, requests 
that every precaution be taken to prevent further spread of the 

epidemic and that all places of amusement be closed.

Camden Congregational Church vestry has 
been converted to a hospital for the care of the sick.

Lewiston & Auburn physicians work day and night.  
Entire families are ill with no one to care for them. Catholic churches in Lewiston 

hold indoor services, disregarding the closing order of the Board of Health.

The state’s epidemic fund is exhausted. Dr. Bristol asks that $25,000 be appropriated 
from the emergency war fund. Gov. Milliken appoints a Special Emergency Influenza 

Committee to take charge of the situation.
Maine Board of Health announces a total of 787 cases of the flu. It is noted that many 

cases are going unreported, given that only a few doctors are reporting.

The State Prison at Thomaston reports 80 cases of influenza with eight deaths.
The Narragansett Hotel in Rockland opens as an emergency hospital, for the care of all classes 

and creeds, and without reference to financial circumstances.

Maine Board of Health removes the ban 
on public gatherings.

In Maine, 8,200 cases of influenza are 
reported, with 200 deaths, but many cases 

are unreported.

2500 Mainers die from flu in October, by 
far the deadliest month of the epidemic.

Town of Westport Island Annual Report 1919
“. . . The year 1918 has been unusual in many ways. High wages, high cost of living, 
shortages of flour, meats, sugar, and labor, the ‘greatest war the world has ever 
known’ causing America to take her place among the nations of the earth as a 
world power, influenza sweeping the world, and many minor incidents has (sp) 
caused the past year to be a memorable one in history.”

First year that Vital Statistics are 
reported in Westport Town Report 
for the previous year, 1917.

Maine Legislature transferred all statewide health guidance to the Maine Department of Health. The municipal 
requirement for having a local health officer was retained, but health officers were placed under the direct supervision of the 

Department of Health, and their duties focused to those of reporting public health threats to the state.

The Great War officially ends.  
The Armistice is signed with Germany.

New legislation passes the legislature and is signed by the Governor. Influenza 
deaths tapering down to normal levels.

At Camp Devens, Ayers, Mass., 20% of 
45,000 soldiers are ill with influenza.
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Traffic cop in New York City wearing 
gauze mask / National Archives

Emergency hospital at Brookline, 
Massachusetts. National Archives 
165-WW-269B-19

Department of the Navy,  
First Naval District. Portsmouth
Navy Yard, Industrial Department. 
ca. 1915 / National Archives
6861947

Red Cross workers making anti-influenza masks for soldiers in camp. 
Boston, Massachusetts.  
National Archives 165-WW-269B-26
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